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these are being distributed or sold now probably at the rate of 5 per
month, and then only among real inquirers.

I have now placed the whole position before you, and it remains
for me to express my deep regret for the offence done to your feelings,
and to apologise for it. If you consider that any public statement is neces-
sary, or complete withdrawal of the book from further circulation, or simple
taking out of the portrait is necessary, your wishes shall be carried out.

/ remain^

Dear Madam>

Tour obedient servant,

From the typewritten office copy : S. N. 4238.

367. MR. GANDHI9S CLARIFICATION*
May 13, 1905
I am glad the Editor forwarded the above letter to me, and I am gra-
teful to Mr. Vavda for having expressed his views. There was only one
object before me in delivering these speeches, viz,, to serve Indians. I readily
accepted the invitation to give an idea of the Hindu religion in India and
what it stood for. While doing so, I found it necessary to compare it
with other religions. But in this, my one consideration was to point out,
as far as possible, the special excellences of each religion and create a
favourable impression on the minds of the whites. All the facts stated
by me were drawn from history, which we have been learning at school
since childhood. That Islam was spread by force is a historical fact. But
along with it, I also pointed out that the potent cause of the spread of
Islam was its simplicity and its special virtue of regarding all as equals.
That the majority of converts to Islam were Hindus from the lower classes
is also a fact that can be proved; and I, for one, do not consider that to
be in any way derogatory. To me personally, there is no distinction
between a Brahmin and a bhangi* And I consider it a merit of Islam
that those who were dissatisfied with the social distinctions in Hinduism
were able to better their condition by embracing Islam. Nor did I suggest
that all the converts to Islam came only from the lower classes of Hindu
society. And I have not the least idea that by the lower classes are meant
only the untouchable Dheds. "^Vhile I admit that men from the higher
1  In one of the lectures delivered on the Hindu religion under the auspices of the Theo-
sophical Society, Johannesburg, vide "Hinduism," March 10, 1905 and March 18, 1905. Gandhiji,
referring to the spread of Islam, had said that the majority of converts to Islam came from
the lower classes. He had also mentioned fervour or passion as a powerful  trait  of Islam,
which was responsible for many good deeds and sometimes for bad ones also.
These statements of Gandhiji created a stir among Indian Muslims in South Africa and
several letters of protest were received by the Editor, Indian Opinion, who published three of them
along with this letter which is Gandhiji's reply to Mr.A. E. Vavda's letter dated May 9, 1905.
2 Scavenger.